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Mission to Moscow: Freezing, Huge, Dusty, Singing, and
Drinking
 

A continuous traffic jam, big furious men hunched over their steering wheels, pounding the horns of

tiny decrepit cars. At times the air is rancid with exhaust. 

 

A carefully constructed sandy beach in an ancient arched cellar, where pale hipsters in cheap

imitation Ray Bans drank warm vodka shots from plastic cups. Then danced barefoot in the sand,

digging in their toes. 

 

I read in the Moscow times that the first Starbucks recently opened here. On opening day, those who

could afford it came & bought their decaf soy lattes. Others quietly slipped in & stole all the toilet seats

for their homes. 

 

And the cigarettes. Everywhere in cabs, shops, elevators, bars, cafes, airports, trains - a whole nation

with white smoke running from its mouth. 

 

I kept wondering why KFC here had dispensed with the image of the Colonel, and instead used the

image of a smiling chicken in a chef’s hat. I eventually reached the conclusion that Colonel Sanders

looks too much like Lenin. 

 

Have I painted an unpleasant picture? Don’t get me wrong – I prefer this place to London. This place

has a life that London has lost, this place feels a little unhinged, dangerous. And it's changing -

everything in Moscow is a little fucked, but the skyline bristles with cranes & construction.

Homogenised, over-polished London, with its rules against smoking, running, ballgames, chewing

gum, & public drinking has... lost something. 

 

By comparison as a city, London seems to have been neutered.

 

In Russia, Moscow
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Whitey is an Alternative / Electronica / Indie musician who has single handedly produced 6 critically

acclaimed albums - with "Stay on the Outside" due for release in 2014.

 
 
 

Why is the website called bytestories.com?

 

This is a place for "byte-sized" stories and there is a 1500 character (about 250 words) limit for two

main reasons. Firstly, we want you to know that "War and Peace" isn't required to leave your mark.

Secondly, it takes about 2 minutes to read each story meaning you can head here whenever you want

a quick (and entertaining) read.  

 

If you would like to share a story or create your own eBook, simply head to bytestories.com, Register

an account and click on the "Share a Story" button.
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